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PHILIPPINE EXHIBITS ON NUCLEAR SCIENGE AND TECHNOLOGY AT THE
98" IAEA GENERAL CONFERENCE

) ]
IAEA Director General Yukiya Amano visits the Philippine exhibit at the Vienna International Center with DOST
Undersecretary Dr. Amelia Guevara and PNRI Director Dr. Alumanda Dela Rosa. Photo: DFA

Giving the world a glimpse of “Atoms for Peace” the Filipino way, the Philippine Nuclear
Research Institute — Department of Science and Technology (PNRI-DOST) showcased the
country’s various accomplishments in nuclear science and technology, nuclear safety,
safeguards and security during the 58" General Conference of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) held in Vienna, Austria from September 22 to 26, 2014.

Attended by thousands of delegates from more than 160 IAEA Member States and
various United Nations agencies and other international organizations, the annual IAEA
General Conference provides a forum for its Member States to further its general programs
and projects as well as to deliberate on key issues in nuclear power, nuclear science and
technology and nuclear safety, safeguards and security.

With the theme “The Philippines: Moving Forward With Nuclear Science and
Technology”, the Philippine exhibits highlighted the nation’s fruitful partnership with IAEA for
more than half a century through PNRI. IAEA Director General Yukiya Amano himself graced
the Philippine exhibits and was welcomed by DOST Undersecretary Dr. Amelia Guevara, PNRI
Director Dr. Alumanda Dela Rosa and Philippine Ambassador and Permanent Representative
to the IAEA Lourdes Yparraguirre.
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From the Director

Greetings to everyone!

This third quarter of 2014 has been a very
eventful one for our Institute. In this issue of the PNRI
Newsletter, it is our great pleasure to share with you
how PNRI has served as the beacon of nuclear science
and technology — not only throughout the country but
also in the global stage.

Just this September, the Institute had the
great privilege of showcasing the country’s achievements
in the nuclear field through the Philippine exhibits
during the 58" General Conference of the International
Atomic Energy Agency held in Vienna, Austria.

With the theme “The Philippines: Moving
Forward with Nuclear Science and Technology”, PNRI
proved worthy of the opportunity at hand as
representatives from among more than 160 Member
States and members of the nuclear scientific community
bore witness not only to the product of more than half a
century of cooperation between the Philippines and the
IAEA, but also the culture, warmth and well-known
hospitality of Filipinos.

Back home, the PNRI also joined its fellow
DOST Research and Development Institutes (RDI's)
and other attached agencies in celebrating the 2014
National Science and Technology Week with the theme
“Philippines: A Science Nation Meeting Global
Challenges.” The celebration hosted thousands of
visitors from the academic, industrial, commercial,
government and private sectors at the SMX Convention
Center, and PNRI is proud to be part of the
government’s thrust towards national development in
the field of industrial competitiveness and quality
healthcare, among others.

Professionals from the medical and research
sectors also graduated from the 1* Course on Medical
Use of Radioisotopes (CMR) and Course on
Radioisotope Technology (CRT) conducted by PNRI's
Nuclear Training Center. It is our hope that the
participants will help us carry public awareness and
advanced scientific knowledge in their respective fields.

For our featured technologies, we believe it is
high time we highlighted the results of our Institute’s air
pollution studies through the use of nuclear analytical
techniques. These could not have been possible without
the efforts and expertise of the Nuclear Analytical
Techniques Applications Section in more than a decade
of research in air particulates throughout Metro Manila.

It has been a very successful quarter, and a
promising sign as we are nearing the end of 2014. We
promise to keep the fire alive as we continue to fulfill our
mandate.
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PNRI Embarks on Study Missions to Japan,
Korea and Austria

TAFEA TAPRADATADIES

PNRI Director Alumanda Dela Rosa and DOST Ur;dersecreidry Dr. Amelia

Guevara with PNRI and IAEA officials at the IAEA Nuclear Applications
Laboratories in Seibersdorf, Austria. Photo: DFA

Seeking to strengthen the
cooperation between foreign counterparts
and to improve its own research capabilities,
the PNRI- DOST conducted study missions in
collaboration with its counterpart nuclear
research agencies in Japan and Korea, as well
as the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) and Vienna University of Technology
(TU Wien) laboratories in Austria.

The missions were conducted in May,
June and September 2014 under the joint
project by DOST and the Bases Conversion
and Development Authority entitled
“Capacity Building for Science, Technology
and Innovation Towards Self-Sustaining
Research and Development Institute (RDIs) of
the DOST.”

Aside from initiating new cooperative
research and development activities, PNRI
aims to foster an exchange of scientific and
technical information as well as scientists,
engineers and other experts between the
PNRI and the cooperating agencies.

The first mission was conducted in
the Republic of Korea from May 6 to 10. PNRI
participants visited the Korea Atomic Energy
Research Institute (KAERI) facilities in
Daejeon, South Korea, Advanced Radiation
Technology Institute (ARTI) in Jeongeup and

the Korea Institute of Science and
echnology (KIST) in Seoul.

This was followed by the mission
to Japan conducted from June 3 to 7, which
included a visit to the Ministry of Science
and Technology (MEXT), Japan Society for
the Promotion of Science (JSPS) and the
Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST)
in Tokyo. The PNRI participants undertook a
more focused visit of the facilities of the
Japan Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA) in
Ibaraki Prefecture, particularly the Tokai
Research and Development Center and the
O-arai Research and Development Center.

The final mission was conducted in
Vienna, Austria from September 23 to 26,
coinciding with the 58" IAEA General
Conference (GQ). Participants to the
mission, who also formed part of the
Philippine delegation to the GC, had the
opportunity to visit the IAEA laboratories in
Seibersdorf and the Isotope Hydrology
Laboratory. A major part of the mission was
to visit the Vienna University of Technology
— Institute of Atomic and Subatomic Physics
(TU Wien-ATI).

The study missions highlighted
awareness of the vast areas for
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steadfast commitment to ensure nuclear
safety and security through the
development of nuclear regulations,
radioactive waste management, emergency
preparedness and response mechanisms,
and the ongoing establishment of a
National Nuclear Security Support Center.

She also expressed the country’s
gratitude for the collaboration and support
of IAEA, as well as other associated agencies
and governments, without which the said
accomplishments would not have been
possible as the IAEA “will continue to play a
vital role in enabling developing countries
to use science and technology for
development and for maintaining
international peace and security.”

International experts from the
scientific community, the nuclear power Photos: Dean Calma/IAEA; DFA































